
LAFAYETTE CENTRAL SCHOOL

5955 Route 20 West

LaFayette, New York 13084

BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

May 25, 2006
I. Call to Order

The Regular Meeting of the LaFayette Board of Education was held on Thursday, May 25, 2006, 

in the LaFayette School District Office.  The meeting was called to order by President Wolf at approximately 6:33 p.m.  Present were Trustees Miller, LaCava, Adam , Keefe, and Dwyer.  Excused was Trustee Garabedian.  Also in attendance were Superintendent Mondanaro; Tom Goskoski, School Business Official; Tiffany Nesbitt, District Clerk; Paula Cowling, High School Principal; Steve Young, Pre-Engineering Teacher; Kenneth Auyer, Technology Teacher; Bernard O’Donnell, Technology Teacher; and Jeffrey Capella, Technology Teacher. 
The following attendees were also present: 
Cathy Wolf


Paul Dwyer

Casey J. Dickinson

Sarah Wolf


Patrick Dwyer

Nora Custer
Eric Biegler


Tracey White

Adrienne Custer
Patty Thompson Jones
Eva Palmer

Dan Dwyer


Carleen LaRonde

Sherry Kline


Liz Doran

II. Approval of Minutes
A. Motion by Trustee Adam, Seconded by Trustee Miller to approve the minutes from the May 11, 2006 Regular Meeting (with Amendments).
Motion Carried Yes – 5, No –0, Absent – 1 (Garabedian)
III. Administration of Oath to Newly Elected Board Member
The Oath of Office was administered to newly elected member Carole Dwyer. 

IV. Opening Remarks 
President Wolf welcomed Steve Young to the Board meeting, and discussed the meeting agenda.

Superintendent Mondanaro introduced Steve Young, Chair of the Technology Department.

V. District Presentations and Reports
A. Departmental Presentation – PLTW – S. YOUNG
Mr. Young described the Project Lead The Way Program and presented on the program’s curriculum and progress.
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B. Oral Communications
Approximately 8-10 parents and students expressed concern over the recent decision to allow students to wear traditional Native American Regalia to the Senior Graduation of 2006.  These parents and students asked specific questions as to who made the decision, what process was followed while making the decision, and precedence setting for future requests.
President Wolf explained and responded to the questions and concerns and asked Superintendent Mondanaro to elaborate at certain times. 

Regalia Decision
Trustee Dwyer then moved:

“Taking in the sensitivity and legal, cultural, and political ramifications of this Regalia issue, I move that we as a board of elected representatives request our administrators to go back on their previous decision to allow native regalia to be worn at graduation.  Before a decision can be rendered, research needs to be done as to the implications on future graduations.  What precedents will be set legally and morally.  An impartial specialist on the ‘Two Row Wampum Treaty’ needs to interpret its implication here, and of course, all affected parties should be informed and involved in this decision.”  There was no second.

Motion not acted upon.

Further discussion from parents and students insued.
Trustee Dwyer asked if the next step to reverse the Regalia Decision would be to go to the State Education Department.

President Wolf responded that the next step in the process would not be to go to the State Education Department, but to write a letter to the Board of Education or the Superintendent and upon receipt of the letter the decision can be made to keep the original decision or could look over the decision with more information.  

VI. Old Business  
A. Athletic Committee 

Trustee LaCava explained that the Athletic Committee is still in the process of reviewing the Old Athletic Handbook.
B. Five-Point Plan/Policies
School Business Official Goskoski discussed the process of how he distributed requests for proposals for the external auditor position.  Mr. Goskoski placed a legal ad and sent requests to five different auditing firms.  He recommended continuing working with Piaker & Lyons for the next year because Piaker & Lyons had the lowest bid and has been very responsive to his requests since he has been with the District.
Trustee Adam asked how long the District has used Piaker & Lyons.

Mr. Goskoski mentioned the District has used Piaker & Lyons for at least the last six years.

Trustee Dwyer asked if the District uses Piaker & Lyons for auditing.

Mr. Goskoski responded that the District does use Piaker & Lyons for auditing.
President Wolf then explained that LaFayette School District uses Piaker & Lyons for the State mandated annual audit, and that the New Five-Point Plan states that we must bid for a new external auditor every five years.

Trustee Miller inquired if the District went into contract with Piaker & Lyons would it be for one year or would it be for three years.

Mr. Goskoski responded that the contract would be for one year and could extend the contract for additional years after the first year.
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Trustee Adam stated that at some time in the future the District should look at changing auditors.

President Wolf explained that Piaker & Lyons has done excellent work for the District in the past, and agreed that is nice to get a different set of eyes looking at the books.
External Auditor Motion 


Trustee LaCava motioned, Trustee Adam seconded, to have School Business Official Goskoski


draw up a contract with Piaker & Lyons for the position of external auditor.


Motion Carried.  Yes-6, No-0, Absent-1 (Garabedian)
Mr. Goskoski explained that he would like to finalize the new Five-Point Plan changes as soon as possible and he would like to give a presentation at the next Board of Education meeting on new State deadlines.

C. Effort/Recognition
Trustee Miller stated that there were no new recommendations and went on to discuss that the prom went wonderfully and safely.  She also stated that there were a large number of students that participated in the NYSSMA competition.
Superintendent Mondanaro explained that there were approximately four students that the District could recognize for Community of Caring certificates regarding the Prom.

VII. New Business 

Trustee Dwyer inquired about changing the marquee sign page that welcomes drivers to the LaFayette Central School District.
President Wolf explained that he feels several people think the sign is too slow.

Trustee LaCava agreed that the sign is slow.

President Wolf asked Paula Cowling to address the situation.

Trustee Dwyer then discussed the possibility of making the website more up to date and timely with information and putting an easily accessible lacrosse schedule on the website.

Superintendent Mondanaro explained that he has spoken with the webmaster, Karen Grimm, about the timeliness of teacher postings and is working on the situation.
Trustee Miller inquired about putting a scoreboard in the softball field.

President Wolf stated that maybe Jerry Kelly, Tom Goskoski, and Jim Kesler could work together to come up with a softball scoring plan.
Trustee Miller explained that it would be appreciated.

School Business Official Goskoski explained that he would follow up with Mr. Kelly and Mr. Kesler to come up with a plan.

VIII. Superintendent’s Report
A. Consent Board Action Items

On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee Adam to approve the following:
1. Wellness Policy – 2nd Reading with Amendments
2. Leave Without Pay Requests - Instructional
Motion Carried Yes-6, No-0, Absent-1 (Garabedian)
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B. Non-Consent Action Items (District Updates)

1. Prom Follow-Up
Superintendent Mondanaro explained that the Prom went very well and he attended the After Prom Party.  He said there was a great effort by parents and others to create a healthy environment for students.
2. Graduation Update

Superintendent Mondanaro said that the District is on track for graduation and there about 54 Seniors up for graduation.
3. Thank You Letter to Town of LaFayette

Superintendent Mondanaro stated that there was a great effort by the Town and the School District to change the speed on Route 20, and it was changed due to the great cooperative effort.
4. 2006-07 Budget

Superintendent Mondanaro explained how the 2006-07 Budget was passed along with all of the propositions, and how the District is getting ready for the auditors.  He also mentioned that due to some extra aid there will be a request to make some extra purchases that were not budgeted for in the 2005-06 Budget, and that there would be no impact on the tax rate or tax levy due to these purchases.
School Business Official Goskoski explained that he spend some time at the vote and was very pleased with vote participation and great community support.

President Wolf mentioned he was also pleased with the community support and asked community members present to pass on a thank you for the support of the vote.  He also thanked the Administrative Team for their involvement with the Budget Vote.
5. 2006-07 Schedule Changes & Process - Update

Superintendent Mondanaro explained that there is going to be an increased day for Grimshaw Elementary in the 2006-07 school year and that there is a tentative scheduled meeting with OCM BOCES to discuss the contract for the Jr./Sr. High School.
Trustee Dwyer asked what the basis for the change was.

Superintendent Mondanaro explained that the LaFayette Central School District is teaching the bare minimum of instructional time according to State mandate, and with new State Education Standards they are increasing the instructional time.

C. Communications - None
D. Calendar Review:
President Wolf discussed the following dates:
May 26th & 29th – School Closed for Holiday


May 27th – Boys Lacrosse Game at Home

May 26th – Girls Lacrosse Game at Home

June 6th – Grimshaw Concert at Jr./Sr. High School

June 2nd – Grimshaw  Melody at Grimshaw Elementary School


June 8th – Board of Education Meeting at the District Office


June 20th – 6th Grade Graduation at the Jr./Sr. High School


June 21st – Kindergarten Graduation at Grimshaw


June 21st – Onondaga Nation School Graduation at the Onondaga Nation School

LaFayette Central School District

Regular Board Meeting – May 25, 2006
Page 5

Calendar Review Continued:


June 22nd – Board of Education Meeting at the District Office

June 25th – High School Graduation

E. Personnel

1. Resignations
i. Board of Education Resignation:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Keefe to accept the resignation of non-instructional employees as listed on sheet #7.
Motion Carried  Yes-6, No-0, Absent –1 (Garabedian) 
ii. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to accept the appointment of substitute teachers as listed on sheet #12.


Motion was tabled to be discussed in Executive Session.

At 10:05 p.m. the Motion was:


Motion Carried  Yes-6, No-0, Absent -1 (Garabedian)
iii. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee LaCava to accept the appointment of instructional staff as listed on sheet #1.

Motion Carried Yes-6, No-0, Absent -1 (Garabedian)
iv. Board of Education Appointment:  On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee Miller to accept the appointment of non-instructional staff as listed on sheet #11.

Motion Carried Yes-6, No-0, Absent -1 (Garabedian)
IX. Financial Reports 
A. Treasurer Report – April
On the recommendation of Superintendent Mondanaro, motioned by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Keefe to approve the April 2006 Treasurer Report.

Motion carried Yes-6, No-0, Absent-1 (Garabedian)
X. Closing Remarks

A. Oral Communications – 
Eric Biegler recommended moving the scoreboard at the baseball field to the softball field because it is not being used at the baseball field.  He also mentioned the Sr. High School award ceremony is May 31st.

President Wolf stated that there is no electrical in the baseball field and that is why the scoreboard is not in use. 

District Clerk Nesbitt was excused at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tiffany Nesbitt

District Clerk
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XI. Executive Session 

On the recommendation of President Wolf, a motion by Trustee Keefe, seconded by Trustee Adam to enter into Executive Session to discuss Contractual and Personnel matters to include Superintendent Mondanaro and Tom Goskoski, School Business Official. 

Motion carried Yes-6, No-0, Absent -1 (Garabedian)
The Board entered into Executive Session at approximately 9:41 p.m.  



Superintendent Mondanaro and School Business Official Goskoski were excused from Executive Session at 9:54 p.m.
Motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Miller to come out of Executive Session at approximately 10:05 p.m.

Motion carried  Yes-6, No-0, Absent -1
The Regular Meeting resumed at 10:05 p.m.

XII. Adjournment
Motion by Trustee Dwyer, seconded by Trustee Miller to adjourn the meeting at approximately 10:06 p.m.

Motion carried  Yes-6, No-0, Absent -1 (Garabedian)







Respectfully submitted,
Tom Goskoski

Acting District Clerk
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