LA FAYETTE CENTRAL SCHOOL

LaFayette, New York  13084

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Regular Board Meeting - AMENDED
February 28, 2013 Minutes
I. Call to Order

The Regular Meeting of the LaFayette Board of Education was held on Thursday, February 28, 2013, in the District Office.  President Keefe called the meeting to order at approximately 5:30 p.m.  Present were:  Vice President Sofranko and Trustees Scofield, Dodge, Akl, LaCava, and Whitney.  Also in attendance were Superintendent Tigh, School Business Administrator Mahunik, Board Clerk Munnell and Non-Voting Member Jacques; Others in attendance were:  Community/Staff members present: Paula Cowling, Jennifer Blossey, Diane Ellsworth, Kristeen Cool, Bill O’Leary, Jerry Kelly, Martha Bush, Denise Hodgson, Dotti Anderson, Tess Miller, Anne Courtwright, Linda Spelder, Dave Jackowski, Jennifer Jackowski, Claire LaCava, Jeff Spelder, Mike Bertlesman, Tom LaRose, Mary Jane Abt-Fagan, Jody Gates, Ellen Coulter, John Schaefer, Jr., Stephanie Dow
II. Executive Session

President Keefe stated there will be an Executive Session at the conclusion of the meeting. 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

President Keefe led those in attendance in the pledge.

IV. Opening Remarks

President Keefe announced that this will be a regular meeting of the Board and the Guidance and Athletic Departments will be presenting tonight.
V. Approval of Minutes  
Regular Minutes – February 14, 2013 with amendments

Motion by Trustee Scofield; Seconded by Trustee LaCava

Motion carried:

Yes – 7
No – 0 

Abstain – 0 
VI. District Presentations and Reports 
A. Presentation

1. Jerry Kelly, Athletic Coordinator – Jerry had an informational hand out regarding the past year’s sports’ participation and records of the teams from Modified through Varsity sports.  He asked the Board if they could look into finding financial assistance for updating uniforms for the teams. 

2. Bill O’Leary, Director of Guidance and Kristeen Cool, Guidance Counselor for the Jr./Sr. High School had an informational hand out along with a PowerPoint presentation.  Bill stated that the Guidance Department had a good team and everyone is working well together. Bill and Kristeen updated the Board the guidance and counseling services the department provides to the students.  They spoke about the success of the HALO (Helping and Leading Others) program, and the Jr. High Student of the Month and Jr. High Rising Star programs.  
B. Oral Communications
1. Community Connections:  None
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VII. Old Business
A. Superintendent Tigh shared with the Board a Thank You letter from the LaFayette Optimist Club regarding the use of the Grimshaw School for their annual Winter Festival on February 2.

B. Trustee Scofield reviewed the Board particulars of the Building Conditions Meeting held on Tuesday, February 26 at the District Office Conference Room.  He said the architects discussed the 5-year plan with regard to updates and upkeep and the cost of the projects.  This had to do with the New York State mandated 5-year Building Condition Survey that was completed in 2010.  Security issues that were not on the original survey were discussed due to recent concerns for school safety.  The Board would like to set up a series of meetings to further discuss these issues.  The Board is in consensus to move forward in planning a future project.
VIII. New Business
A. Superintendent Tigh reported that he received a message from BOCES Superintendent Jody Manning asking school districts if they would be interested in having Senator DeFrancisco championing advertising on school websites as a revenue source.  Questions from Board members included:  Do you get to pick from whom you advertise?  Do you have veto power if you do not like a company that wants to advertise on your site?  Who gets the money?
B. Superintendent Tigh informed the Board that the Board Clerk will have Board Petition Packets available on March 1, 2013.  The deadline to return the petitions is April 22, 2013.  The availability of the petitions will also be posted on the District website.
IX. Superintendent’s Report 

On the recommendation of Superintendent Tigh, motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Scofield to approve Items A 1-2:

A. Board Action Items - Consent 

	1.
	Treasurer’s Reports for January 2013

	2.
	Review Policy 7571 – use of Movies/Videotapes-1st Reading


Motion carried:

Yes – 7
No - 0 

Abstain – 0
On the recommendation of Superintendent Tigh, motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Scofield to approve Items B 1a:

B. Personnel 

	1.
	Appointment – 2012-2013

	
	a.
	Interscholastic - #5 – REVISED


Motion carried:

Yes – 7
No – 0 

Abstain – 0
C. Board Non-Action Items

1. School Business Administrator, Peter Mahunik, handed out and explained budget information for the 2013-2104 school year.
D. Communications
None

E. Calendar Review

1. March 14 – Regular Board meeting to be held at the Big Picture School.  The Administrators are scheduled to meet with the Board prior to the regular meeting.  The Gr. 7-12 Math Department and Susanne Bang – GS-LMS will be presenting.  The meeting is scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m.
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X. Financial Reports - FYI
A. Budget Status – January
B. Cash Flow – January
C. Claims Auditor Report – January
D. Warrants – January 

XI. Closing Remarks

A. Oral Communications:  
1. Paula Cowling:  The PLTW students were asked by the LaFayette Library if they could make a mobile library cart.  Four groups made four designs one of which was chosen and going to be used by the LaFayette Library.  She also discussed Policy 7571 and the implications of its adoption.
2. Linda Spelder:  She wanted to be specific about the difference between an “R” rated violent movie as opposed to an “R” rated sexual movie and the providing permission slips for parental approval.
3. Claire LaCava:  She said that students who opt out of the movie are embarrassed of being singled out and leaving the room.  Another concern – what is going to be done in the meantime (before policy gets adopted).
4. Jody Gates:  She stated that teachers sometimes push the envelope and should not decide what children should see.  She has great concern for what has happened.
5. Joe Fox:  He was curious regarding the process – where did the policy come from?  What do we do about courses from schools like Syracuse University?  Do SUPA courses follow SU or LaFayette guidelines?  He also was questioning the appropriateness of a recent YouTube video done by the Big Picture School during school time and uploaded to the internet.
6. Anne Courtwright:  She was wondering about the budget and there are 2 meetings before the budget is adopted.  Would like to be able to look over the budget more in depth before then.  
7. Dottie Anderson:  Non-Instructional requests an executive session with the Board at its next meeting.
XII. Executive Session

On the recommendation of President Keefe, a motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Vice President Sofranko to enter into Executive Session to discuss matters regarding proposed, pending or current litigation.

Motion carried 
Yes – 7
No – 0 

Abstain – 0 

The Board, entered into Executive Session at approximately 7:10 p.m.

Motion by Trustee LaCava, seconded by Trustee Scofield to come out of Executive Session at 8:00 p.m.

XIII. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn by Trustee Scofield and seconded by Trustee Whitney at approximately 8:01 p.m.

Motion carried: 
Yes – 7
No – 0 

Abstain - 0
Respectfully submitted,

Sarah Munnell
District Clerk
