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Voter  
Qualifications:

Must be a citizen 
of the United 
States. Must 
be eighteen 
(18) years of 

age. Must be a 
resident of the 

district for a  
minimum of thirty 

days prior to  
May 18, 2021.

Absentee  
Ballots  

Available: 
Contact the  

District Clerk for 
an application at  
315-677-9728.

Detailed  
Budget:

A detailed budget 
may be obtained 

by any district 
resident at school 

district offices  
beginning April 
17, 2021 during 

weekday hours of 
8 am - 4 pm.

BUDGET BUDGET 
VOTE: VOTE: 

Tuesday, Tuesday, 
May 18May 18  
1 - 9 pm  1 - 9 pm  

Jr/Sr High Jr/Sr High 
School School 
LobbyLobby

Dear LaFayette Central School District Residents:
We are pleased to announce that our proposed 

2021-2022 school district budget is maximizing school 
district tax dollars for the benefit of our students. Here 
are a few examples of your tax dollars at work in our 
schools:

 ✦ 95% graduation for June 2020 graduates
 ✦ Several students in grades 8-12 received 

 awards from the CNY Scholastic Arts Awards
 ✦ The High School Musical in April was a  

 stellar online performance that showcased 
 the talent of our students

 ✦ Students participated in STEM robotics 
 competitions

 ✦ Student athletes had the chance to  
 experience a safe return to student athletics 
 in all sports

 ✦ Grimshaw Elementary, LaFayette Jr/Sr High 
 School, and LaFayette Big Picture School 
 offered live instruction both in our class- 
 rooms or online, five days a week. Kudos  
 to our staff for their tireless efforts on behalf  
 of our students. The Onondaga Nation  
 School educated students online only at the 
 request of the Onondaga Nation Council. 
 Kudos to students and staff for working hard 
 online!

As a district, we have used our mission and vision 
statements, and core beliefs to guide our decision mak-
ing process. Our district mission is to educate, honor, 
and develop students who have self-respect, a commit-
ment to the community, and a passion for excellence. 
Our district vision is to inspire, empower, and prepare 
all students to achieve excellence. Our tagline captures 
the distinct identity of our school community aligned 
to our common goal for our students- “Four Schools, 
Three Buildings, Two Nations, One Goal: Excellence!” 
Our strategic plan goals focus on improving student 
attendance, advancing student academic performance, 
and addressing the social, emotional, and mental 
health needs of our school community.

In order to achieve our school improvement ef-
forts, we need your continued engagement and input 
as a school community. The district budget committee 
provided valuable guidance and support during the 
development of the 2020-2021 budget. A thank you 
goes out to the following individuals: community mem-

ber Tonia Anderson, Trustee Amy Roe-Ryan, and our 
district administrators and supervisors who participated 
during our budget committee meetings. Here are some 
highlights of our 2020-2021 school district budget:

 ✦ Sustained support of the health and safety 
 needs of our school building occupants

 ✦ Small class sizes
 ✦ Maintain instructional programs
 ✦ Support elective options 
 ✦ Continue our 1:1 technology initiative  

 providing all students with an electronic  
 device to support learning

 ✦ Continue our maintenance equipment  
 replacement plan

 ✦ Keep our tax levy under the allowable tax cap
 ✦ Maintain one of the lowest school tax rates in 

 Onondaga County
 ✦ Maintain and improve the financial condition 

 of the district in alignment with our long term 
 financial plan

Thank you to our Board of Education for their 
service, leadership, and continued support for our 
students. I appreciate the continued encouragement 
from our school community, parents and caregivers, 
students, and staff. You continue to set a standard of 
excellence that shines with our Lancer Pride! We look 
forward to seeing you at the polls for our school district 
budget vote. The budget vote will be held on Tuesday 
May 18, 2021 from 1:00-9:00 pm at the LaFayette Jr/Sr 
High School Lobby.

Sincerely,  
Jeremy Belfield, Superintendent of Schools
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STAR School Tax Exemption
You may be eligible for the following tax exemptions resulting 
in a reduction of your 2021/22 school tax bill. Contact your 
Town Assessor’s office for more information. Estimates are 
based on a home assessed at $100,000.

Basic Exemption: $556 Est. Tax Savings
• Available on all owner occupied primary residences
• No age or income requirements
• Must have applied to Town Assessor  
 (One time only; renewal is automatic) 

Enhanced Senior Exemption:  
$1,202 Est. Tax Savings

• Available on primary residence for 65+ years of age
• Household income of less than $90,550 per year 
• Must reapply annually to Town Assessor by  
 March 1st

Budget Analysis
        PROJECTED
SCHOOL YEAR 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
Budget Appropriations $16,844,356 $17,042,640 $18,162,146 $18,735,315 $18,964,918 $19,567,132 $20,324,251  $20,631,885 
$ Budget Increase $117,546 $198,284 $1,119,506 $573,169 $229,603 $602,214 $757,119 $ 307,634 
% Budget Increase 0.70% 1.18% 6.57% 3.16% 1.23% 3.18% 3.87% 1.51%

Budgeted State Aid $8,217,065 $8,359,529 $9,475,896 $9,672,816 $9,448,217 $9,510,217 $9,656,458  $9,751,904 
$ State Aid Increase (109) $142,464 $1,116,367 $196,920 ($224,599) $62,000 $146,241  $95,446 
% State Aid Increase 0.00% 1.73% 13.35% 2.08% (2.32%)* 0.66% 1.54% 0.99%

Tax Levy $5,673,715 $5,729,535 $5,736,320 $5,849,176 $5,994,765 $6,145,312 $6,327,190  $6,466,481 
$ Tax Levy Increase $110,155 $55,820 $6,785 $112,856 $145,589 $150,547 $181,878  $139,291 
% Tax Levy Increase 1.98% 0.98% 0.12% 1.97% 2.49% 2.51% 2.96% 2.20%

LCS ACHIEVEMENTS • LCS ACHIEVEMENTS • LCS ACHIEVEMENTS

 ✦ We have enjoyed in-person instruction 5 days a week all 
year. We currently have 87% of students learning in-
person at Grimshaw.

 ✦ Students, parents and staff once again participated in 
the One School, One Book program aiming to build a 
community group of readers.  Grades Pre-K to 2 all read 
the book The Chocolate Touch with their families, while 
Grades 3 through 6 read No Talking.  

 ✦ Battle of the Books is popular again this year. This is where 
Grades 3-4 and 5-6 took part in the competition. Each 
grade had to read 10 different book titles and be quizzed 
against other schools in the County about those books.

Where the Money Goes

Regular 
School

33%

Supervision 3%

Athletics 2%

District 4% 

Trans-
portation 5%

Operations 
7%

Special Ed. 
Services 11%

Benefits/
Debt Service 

35%

GRIMSHAW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

*Offsetting Native American aid increase for State Aid decrease


