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We are PRESENT, POSITIVE and PASSIONATE!

We made it!  We did it! This is our last TGIF for the 2019-2020 school year.  I waited to 
send this so we could include our graduation pictures.  The staff reflected on their time 
with distance learning, what we learned and what we can do better if we need to do this 
again.  I learned many things over the course of the last three months.  Some of the most 
important points to share are as follows.  Using Google Meets for exhibitions allowed 
mentors to join in the conversation and the experience more readily.  They could 
participate in an exhibition for the 45 minutes and did not need to travel.  We will 
definately keep the practice of using Google Meets as a way to connect more people to a 
student’s exhibition.  Our students projects were awesome, personalized and truely 
interest based.  I want to spend more time exploring why the shift occured, I have my 
guesses, but there was a noticable shift in the projects that students tackled.  They really 
chased after their own curiosity and that resulted in fantastic exhibitions.  Lastly, we 
need each other!  The days we had school-wide meets or the times that I “visited” 
advisories, were my best days.  We will spend the summer thinking about how we can 
maintain the elements of our school design that we hold most dear to us, meet new 
guidelines to keep everyone safe and honor the students we serve.  



TGIF	from	Lenny	

I	had	a	feeling	that	there	was	something	unique	about	
the	graduating	class	of	2020,	but	I	never	could	have	
predicted	what	the	past	three	months	would	bring.	As	
we	reBlect	on	the	year,	many	refer	to	the	past	is	terms	
of	pre-COVID	and	during	COVID.		It	makes	sense	to	do	
so	because	the	virus	changed	our	lives	so	rapidly	and	
so	severely.	Granted,	things	were	not	perfect	before	
quarantine,	and	I	am	happy	to	say	that	there	were	
many	silver	linings	in	distance	learning.	
	 401’s	had	just	completed	their	Trimester	2	
exhibitions	and	were	about	to	embark	on	a	new	
learning	plan	cycle.	We	held	off	on	creating	new	
learning	plans	and	held	out	hope	for	a	return	to	in	
person	school.	Our	STP	plans	were	also	put	on	hold	
temporarily.	We	read	the	book	Night	over	google	meet	
during	that	time.	It	was	a	heavy	book	to	say	the	least,	
but	it	was	so	compelling	I	believe	it	helped	to	keep	us	
connected.	We	would	go	on	to	read	three	short	stories	
and	Shakespeare’s	Macbeth	during	quarantine.	I	
believe	that	reading	together	provided	a	unifying	
structure	for	our	advisory.	
	 When	we	learned	that	our	return	to	in	person	
learning	would	be	postponed	again	and	was	unlikely,	
we	created	new	learning	plans	with	that	in	mind	and	
modiBied	nearly	all	of	our	STPs.	Over	the	weeks	that	
followed,	we	had	to	make	more	adjustments,	
modiBications	and	compromises	to	what	the	student’s	
vision	of	the	STP	was.	The	diminishing	of	our	STPs	
was	a	big	disappointment	for	students,	staff	and	
mentors.	We	did	the	best	we	could	with	what	we	had.	
And	in	the	end,	there	was	some	great	learning	and	
meaningful	products.	That	said,	there	were	many	
positive	things	that	occurred	during	quarantine.	
	 Something	that	became	
immediately	clear	was	how	the	
situation	would	require	skills	and	
behavior	that	students	will	need	in	
college	and	the	workforce.	Without	
staff	physically	there	to	remind,	
encourage	and	compel	students	to	do	
what	they	need	to,	students	had	to	
make	good	decisions	and	summon	
motivation.	It	was	an	enlightening	
dress	rehearsal	for	like	after	
graduation.	Get	up	on	time,	check	
your	email	and	classroom,	do	your	
work,	submit	on	time,	be	prepared,	
engage.	
	 Distance	instruction	also	had	
elements	of	Blextime.	Sure,	students	
had	to	log	on	or	check	in	at	speciBic	
times,	but	much	of	their	day	was	

customizable.	It	was	evident	that	many	students	
Bigured	out	that	if	they	do	what	they	need	to	with	
decent	quality,	they	could	spend	the	remainder	of	
their	time	doing	what	they	want	to	do.	Some	students	
acquired	paying	jobs,	others	engaged	in	hobbies	they	
enjoy,	and	many	took	on	very	cool	projects	(e.g.	
renovating	a	bus	for	a	cross	country	trip).	It	wasn’t	
always	the	case,	but	many	students	used	this	
newfound	time	for	worthy	endeavors.	
	 Other	beneBits	of	students	being	conBined	to	
their	homes	was	more	time	spent	with	family.	
Numerous	students	identiBied	getting	closer	to	a	
sibling	as	a	positive	consequence	of	quarantine.	Also,	
I	got	to	meet	family	virtually	and	family	members	
often	listened	in	to	our	advisory	sessions	(when	the	
student	wasn’t	hold	up	in	their	room).		Not	to	
mention	meeting	the	lovable	pets	that	helped	many	of	
us	cope.		
	 The	Binal	beneBit	that	I	would	propose	is	more	
wishful	thinking	than	factual.	I	have	no	empirical	
evidence	to	support	this,	but	it	is	my	belief	that	
students	had	more	time	to	think.		Of	course	there	
were	plenty	of	distractions	from	social	media,	gaming	
etc.	But	I	know	there	was	more	down	time	and	more	
moments	to	let	one’s	mind	wander.	It	is	in	those	
increasingly	rare	moments	that	we	have	vital	
realization	and	clarity	that	we	need	to	move	forward.	
I	am	hopeful	that	my	401s	we	able	to	take	those	
moments	to	envision	what	their	futures	can	be.	
	 And	so	in	my	last	TGIF	for	the	year	and	thus	
the	last	for	this	advisory	I	say	this	to	my	401s.	You	
have	taught	me	more	that	you	can	know,	you	have	
challenged	me	more	that	I	knew	I	could	be	challenged	
and	you	will	always	be	part	of	my	family.	Have	a	safe	
and	peaceful	summer.	 	







TGIF from Walt 

This year took a turn that no one could see coming. 
However, despite not being in the same building, I 
still felt that we were able to maintain our 
relationships with students and our sense of 
community as a whole. Although distance learning 
proved to be challenging, I believe that we made 
the best of our situation. Thankfully, the majority of 
students stepped up to the challenge and tried their 
best to participate in learning opportunities and 
complete project work. I was able to sit in on a 
number of exhibitions for the last trimester, and I 
was not only impressed by the work students were 
able to accomplish, but I was also impressed  also 
by their adaptability and problem solving skills. Next 
year, I am really hoping that we will be able to return 
to school like normal. Unfortunately, this is 
uncertain. No matter what happens next year, I am 
confident that we will all continue to do our best to 
adapt to any situation and support all students as 
best as we can.  

I have accomplished many projects this year. 
However, what I am most proud of is the hard work 

that all staff members put into improving the reading 
and writing skills of our students. This year, I was 
able to focus more energy on teaching ELA skills to 
students and staff alike. I was specifically trying to 
establish a baseline for appropriate grammar use, 
promote advanced vocabulary usage on a daily 
basis and improve sentence complexity for all 
writing prompts. This is something that was 
reinforced by all staff members over the course of 
the year, and as a school we worked hard to 
increase the amount of reading and writing 
instruction students were exposed to. Time is the 
most precious resource at BP and the advisors had 
to make sacrifices and difficult choices to balance 
project work with direct ELA instruction time. As a 
result, I have seen a great amount of growth in our 
students' writing abilities, and I am very proud of 
what we are accomplishing. As a whole, I believe 
this is the best our school has ever been at writing. 
In grading the last round of argumentative essays 
for the whole school, I have seen a large 
improvement across all advisories. Hopefully, we 
can continue to build off this next year. I am looking 
forward to continuing to work with all advisories, 
and I have some new ideas for writing instruction 
that I am excited to try out.   



TGIF from April 
As the year winds down with the thought that our 
school lives are still full of uncertainty at best, I think we 
need to celebrate the BEST of your children during the 
pandemic. Big Picture students really stepped up to the 
plate during this difficult time. It was not easy for them 
to do school from home, not easy on the parents and 
guardians either, for your support and assistance we 
thank you! 

I must say I was really quite impressed with the work 
the 101’s accomplished on their LTI (learning through 
interest) projects. Their exhibitions over Google Meets 
went amazingly well. Some students performed their 
best exhibition of learning ever! They all showed up for 
their scheduled Google Meet exhibition, which was 
spectacular considering the difficulty some students 
had in attending distance learning (DL). 

While we all are anxious to return to the school 
building, I think the 101’s learned how to work on their 
LTI projects during DL at home, and that is what made 
them so successful in presenting their learning this 
semester. I hope they hold on to that idea/
understanding of working on their passion, not only at 
school during the traditional school hours, but at home 
on their time. Outstanding work was done by all but I 
must shout out Jacob P. for his digital animation 
learning, Olivia for her sculpture (which you will hear 
more about in the future), Julien for his ‘Victory’ 
Garden, Elijah for his coding to make an alarm clock 
and his sun dial ‘clock’, Elliana for making her own 
skate board; the advisory as a whole really did a great 
job! 

Adhering to ever changing executive orders and 
practicing social distancing as much as possible… 
Colby F. detailed his learning regarding goat farm 
operation and is now ready to begin his Big Picture 
Agriculture Program. With the help of Morrisville STEP 
he has some materials to begin building fences. It was 
really awesome to have his fellow 101’s volunteer to 
help begin preparing the farm for animals. We also had 
many from our advisory participate in service learning 
for an elder woman, Dorothy, who has no family that 
lives close enough to help her. The 101’s really have a 
kind openhearted spirit and they love to help others. 
The day was good for everyone’s social emotional well 
being. 

What was reinforced during distance learning is the 
Three R’s Big Picture is based on: Relationships, 
Relevance and Rigor are so important and were key to 
successfully getting through the pandemic driven time. 
Without the relationships that allowed us to do the 
calling, texting, Google meets, REPEATEDLY through 
out the days the 101 students would really have 
floundered. Our success really was due to the staff 
using every tool in the box to get Big Picture students 
engaged in any way possible. Without those 

RELATIONSHIPS we had built since September,(or 
previous years) with students and families, I’m not sure 
how we would have made it through. The RELEVANCE 
was obvious in their LTI projects. 101’s were finally 
able to grasp the fact that learning can absolutely be 
relevant in any area of interest. They have been 
conditioned to think school or learning only happens in 
school. We as adults know LEARNING happens 
EVERYWHERE and 101 students were able to 
experience that first hand; which was SO exciting. 
When students are engaged in what they are learning 
the RIGOR is automatically built in. Those were the 
benefits exposed during DL of Big Picture style 
learning. Sadly, however, most of the general 
population across the state and country do not 
experience BP learning. I have heard from other 
teachers, parents, and students how VERY difficult 
learning on the computer without the teachers present 
was. Don’t get me wrong; it was evident in the 101’s as 
well. The traditional learning that our students do was 
EXTREMELY difficult for them. PE was a very real 
challenge, and I thank the PE teachers for coming to 
our class meetings whenever I asked, and always 
being accessible to all students. 

What I take away from this DL experience: 
1) How very much our students care about each other 
and their school. DAILY they were stating how they 
missed school. 
2) Excitement over the LTI learning that took place- that 
was relevant and rigorous. 
3) How very fortunate BP staff is to have the 
relationships with parents/guardians and care givers of 
our students, which allows for great teamwork to better 
serve and engage our students. 
4) I will forever use “mute yourself” in the classroom; 
and hold onto the laughter we shared each day on our 
Google Meetings. The fact that so many 101’s would 
get on the 
meet at 7:30 
am just to 
visit and 
‘hang out’ is 
a memory I 
shall forever 
cherish. 

During this 
turbulent 
time in 
history, I 
hope you 
can take the 
time to 
enjoy the 
summer and 
hopefully we 
will all be 
together in 
the fall! 



TGIF from Jessica 
You live and you learn, that's certainly what we did! We 
made it to the end of the year and it feels surreal. Change 
is hard for all people and we each embrace it differently. 
Distance learning was a change that came like the flip of 
a light switch, we had no transition time, no time to train 
or transfer protocols. Students, parents, and teachers had 
to learn new ways to function and adapt in a successful 
manner because each day counts; learning objectives are 
expected everyday. The weight of this change and the 
requirement to stay standing demanded so much strength, 
endurance, motivation and determination, steadfastness 
and stamina, self worth, and grit. I don't think we knew 
we had it in us, but I am blown away with how much of 
these personal qualities we have. Each one of us has 
grown so much in these qualities through this experience. 
As the 301-links advisory, we have bonded together even 
more so, on our strong days we held and pulled those of 
us up on our weak days.  

From my perspective, the biggest skill the students have 
learned is self management. The students had to be aware 
of what they needed to learn, they had to know how to 
find it all, organize it, create a plan for completing it, and 
execute the plan. They had to learn how to manage 
getting their days work, for the most part, all at once in 
the morning and then utilize their own choice for when 
they were going to get it done. The students were 
required to hold themselves accountable for their work, to 
communicate when their work is complete, and advocate 
for themselves when they needed help. When distance 
learning started, students immediately took control of 
their learning. There was no pampering, they were not set 
into a room at a specific time to learn a specific topic. 
Distance learning threw the ball in the students' court, it 
was true student control of choice to wake up and to 
learn.

As a teacher, the biggest thing I have learned from 
distance learning is to step back. We had to let go of 
control because there was only so much we could do 
from our homes. We had to be flexible, we had to learn 
new ways to effectively teach without the formalities/
procedures of school structure. I found a way to let each 
of my students learn the math content at his or her own 
pace by letting go of control and allowing the students to 
learn at the times they chose. Some students prefer the 
one lesson a day consistency, while others prefered 
focusing on one subject at a time for long chunks of 
time, and some would use their motivation and focus 
level to guide their learning at all hours of the day. These 
ways of learning are all valid and all lead to success. The 
beauty and root of it, is that the students were allowed 

their choice. I am grateful distance learning helped me 
see what that looks like and understand how 
that functions. This was true teacher facilitating, I would 
meet one on one with students who needed and asked for 
the help while those that didn't need it, I encouraged and 
congratulated in posts or emails. Distance learning 
required teachers to trust the students, to trust they would 
engage in learning and that they would get their work 
done. 

All of that may have sounded scary and unsettling 
because that's the facade of change. However, the result 
of this change was a beautiful mosaic. In regards to math, 
86% of my math students improved or stayed the same on 
their STAR math score! That is phenomenal work on the 
students parts and shines a light on how student lead 
learning can be effective. Elias had the time to learn and 
explore new animation skills that he didn't have the 
opportunity to do before. He also had a better exhibition 
presentation because he expressed himself more, took the 
time to record his research at a higher level, and put 
together his slides in a new developed way. Tete had to 
change her project plans due to distance learning. Instead, 
she explored self harm in teens, how to help teens, 
adolescent psychology and trauma. This was a topic Tete 
has been interested in, but otherwise wouldn't have 
explored it. Liz made a beautiful 36 page log of common 
plants/weeds, she explored their uses and learned that you 
can eat all parts of a dandelion! In addition to this, Liz 
was able to write 30,129 words into 8 chapters of a book, 
all in one month! Furthermore, Liz researched 7 different 
religions and created 22 slides of her knowledge. Darryl 
had been wanting to create youtube videos of his game 
play and he was able to record, edit, and post one video a 
week for 6 weeks in a row! Kylee was able to create three 
pieces of art, take photos, and finish the beadwork of her 
Grandma's necklace! Rioux took amazing photos! I'll 
refrain and only describe two. One of his pictures was of 
the moon through his basketball hoop at dusk. Another 
photo was at dusk of part of two trees, the one on the left 
in front was green and the other in the back was 
silhouetted. They are beautiful! Hayden learned how to 
cook and made 5 new things including delicious 
chocolate chip cookies! Kyle presented his exhibition like 
he was telling a story and we learned he has a passion for 
making syrup that we wouldn't have known. Sam ran a 
figurative marathon with his time on distance learning, he 
networked with several musically talented individuals, he 
attended virtual music lessons and workshops, he learned 
how to use his midi keyboard, wrote two songs, and 
created instrumentals for his songs! Kids want to explore 
and learn; what a beautiful mosaic of what students can 
do when they control their learning with a little bit of 
help and a little facilitating. 



TGIF from Scotty and Nikki 
As we end the year we have so many 

things to be happy about. We have had quite a few 
obstacles to say the least, but our kids found a way 
to be resilient and overcome these challenges. 

The 201s really took to online learning for 
the most part. Their exhibitions were outstanding. It 
was interesting to see what they came up with and 
how they challenged themselves basing their 
learning plans on interest based projects, instead of 
internships. The kids were able to complete the 
following exhibitions: Aiden created his own design 
for sneakers. He colored and designed some 
fantastic sneakers, while learning new techniques 
on how to airbrush. Mason worked tirelessly on his 
Grit; teaching himself new skills, and learning how 
to repair his ATV. Josh expanded on his hobby of 
cooking. He created some authentic Mexican foods 
which were time consuming, difficult and detailed. 
Austin began his research and online learning 
about computer programming and computer 
repairs. Claire created an infinity cube from wood 
that she molded and cut to precise specifications, 
showing her trials and errors, and explaining in 
great detail the entire process. JJ created a Natural 
Ground Blind from scratch. He used naturally 
sourced materials, taking care to disturb the forest 
as little as possible. JJ was also able to expand on 
his interest in video editing. He recorded the entire 
building process from start to finish, then edited the 
footage to make it a suitable length to show during 
his exhibition.  Kyler created his own Tech Deck out 
of toilet paper tubes; he was able to measure and 
mold this to show a really cool creation. Morgan 
created her own essential oils salves. These oils 
were used for stress relief as well as curbing 
muscle aches and pains. She explained in great 
detail how different scents affect environments. 
Garrett used his learning from his photography 
internship to create an awesome display of photos 
he took over the last year. Evan created a great 
design for a go kart and made it through welding he 
learned at his internship. He also designed and 
assembled a chicken coop. His greatest piece was 
the smoker cooker he made out of a steel barrel 
last year. He was able to use this last trimester to 
“wrap up” his unfinished projects and learned how 
to acquire and incorporate sheet metal from broken 
appliances in the process, saving him money and 

helping to complete pieces of his creations. Adam 
developed his own fitness plan that showed how he 
tracked his improvements jogging. He was able to 
lower his mile time, and learned a ton of information 
about how bodies work, nutrition and the benefits of 
exercise. Caitlyn studied the histories of writing, 
learning about the first forms of written 
communication, and created her own journals. 
Hayden showcased different welding styles he 
learned at his internship. He showed the different 
ways he’s welded and talked about working on 
Evan’s go kart. Devyn used the techniques he 
learned with Hollis to make a homemade dinner 
that included the “Devyn Burger”. He was able to 
explain how he created the recipe, the 
measurements used, and the dangers of 
undercooking food. It looked tasty! Gabe used this 
time to learn skateboard moves. He recorded 
himself trying the trick, and explained the difficulty 
in what ended up being very time consuming, but 
amazing at the end. Secorrah researched and 
presented what it takes to become a Nurse 
Practitioner. 

 The great thing about each and every one 
of these exhibitions is that they were interest based 
and useful to become employable in the future. We 
met as a class on Thursday nights at 7pm which we 
called the No Dinner Dinner meetings; these 
meetings were meant to be fun and social, we 
continued to build rapport with each other and show 
how close our advisory is. Nikki was amazing with 
organizing our kids and provided unbelievable 
support throughout the process. Walt really helped 
our kids with our reading and writing skills, resulting 
in their continued improvement. Walt’s demeanor 
allowed our kids to enjoy learning and want to be a 
part of his class. 

 Evey 201 passed their classes and 
excelled through this troubling time in their lives. It 
is no surprise to me how well they did. As our class 
motto states, “Standards”, which the kids take to 
heart. I want to take this time to thank my students 
for their dedication to learning, building 
relationships and caring for others. I have been 
truly blessed with this class and can’t wait to see 
their progress next year as 301s. Have a great 
summer!  

SHARK TANK HOO HA HA.



TGIF from David 

This was a difficult TGIF to write.  I tried to find the 
balance between recapping the remainder of the 
year, one last message for seniors, and hope for 
the future.  I will start with my message to our 
seniors. 

It goes without being said that this was not the end 
of senior year that you wanted.  No one wanted to 
end the year like this.  Yes, you had to forgo 
prom.  Yes, you had to reimagine your graduation.  
But, every so often, a generation is called to 
sacrifice.  My generation had to forgo the build up 
of personal wealth.  We had to postpone our plans 
to buy a house.  We had to postpone our plans to 
have children.  We had to find the safest options 
for us during a terrible recession that destroyed 
wealth in this country and created a larger gap 
between the haves and the have nots.  The 
Greatest Generation fought in WW2, sacrificing 
more than just their careers or the hopes of 
starting a family.  But, each generation called to 
sacrifice has the opportunity to to rebuild the world 
in a way that reflects their values.  Some 
generations rise to the challenge, while others 
make missteps.  The result of my generation’s 
desire to rebuild a more equitable society is taking 
shape right now.  The most promising aspect of 
your generation is that you believe in an even 
more equitable and just society.  Now, is your 
chance to rebuild a world that treats everyone with 
the same amount of care and worth.  You have a 
giant responsibility and immense power to achieve 

these goals that every generation inched towards, 
but never pushed far enough.  You have the rest of 
us at your backs to help prop you up when you 
fall.  Good luck, because the world is really 
depending on what you choose to do.   

Everyone is being challenged now to do their best, 
especially in education.  I believe that Big Picture 
rose to the challenge.  I hope that we can resume 
some sort of normalcy in the Fall, but if not I know 
that our students will have the continued support 
from the Big Picture staff and the support of one 
another.  When everything felt overwhelming, I 
heard students support one another.  Students 
held Google Meets to check on one another’s 
mental health and to complete assignments 
together.  They took a community approach to 
combating this epidemic.  This is an approach we 
need to continue.  I have confidence we will.   

I want to thank all of our mentors and other 
community members that worked with our 
students this year.  Your dedication to our students 
has made them better independent thinkers and 
learners.  Your dedication also tells us that we 
must be doing something right and that validation 
is important in times like these.  Thank you for all 
of your service.   

Let us treat one another well this summer.  Wear 
your mask.  Support your neighbor.  And, remind 
our graduates and current students that the future 
is theirs to shape.   

The rain did not stop us from 
celebrating this leg of the  

journey our 401 students are 
on. 

We were able to broadcast the 
ceremony to the cars in the 
parking lot.  Each graduate 

and family entered to listen to 
their introduction and give 
their graduation speech.  It 

was beautiful!
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