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It happened!  After a few rescheduled days, our staff and students were able to participate 
in the Witness to Injustice program brought to us by the Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation.  
It is an interactive educational program designed to foster truth, understanding and 
respect between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.  It is a very emotional exercise 
and I was proud of our students that participated.  I was so thankful for the members of the 
Onondaga Nation and NOON who took the time to present to us.  We all walked away with 
something to think about and the power of knowledge.
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TGIF from Lenny 
In	Living	Environment	we	spent	
most	of	the	week	completing	
the	Relationships	and	
Biodiversity	Lab.	This	lab	
integrates	topics	from	genetics,	
evolution	and	ecology	perfectly	
so	I	often	run	this	activity	
towards	the	end	of	the	year.	
Students	demonstrated	some	
great	technique	throughout	the	
various	activities	and	recalled	
concepts	from	earlier	in	the	
year.	In	ER	we	began	building	
model	rockets,	we	will	use	
these	rockets	to	advance	our	
understanding	of	certain	
principles	of	physics	as	well	
as	our	study	of	weather.	

Students	in	ER	are	also	
continuing	to	care	for	the	
plants	that	they	started	from	
seed.	There	have	been	many	
successes	and	some	failures.	
Hopefully	we	are	learning	
valuable	lessons	from	our	
failures.	It's	no	surprise	though	that	the	students	who	
are	most	attentive	to	their	plants	have	the	lowest	
mortality	rate.		
	 	
The	shop	was	buzzing	as	usual.	Billy	is	constructing	a	
shelf	while	Carson	and	Yaya	are	building	a	baked	
goods	card.	Both	of	these	projects	involve	similar	
materials	and	consequently,	techniques.	This	allowed	
the	three	students	to	work	together	in	the	early	
stages	on	Tuesday.	We	learned	how	to	create	a	cut	
sheet	from	our	plans	to	determine	the	speciIic	
dimensions	of	the	pieces	and	to	do	so	with	minimum	
waste.	We	then	used	a	track	saw	to	accurately	and	
safely	cut	large	pieces	of	plywood	both	outdoors	and	
indoors.	Afterwards,	we	used	the	table	saw	for	the	
smaller	cuts.	On	Thursday	the	projects	went	in	
different	directions	as	we	devised	various	joining	
techniques.		
	 	
With	decent	weather	on	both	Tuesday	and	Thursday,	
Evan	was	able	to	run	the	welding	class.	The	
participating	students	look	forward	to	this	all	day.	On	
Thursday,		I	checked	in	to	see	what	each	student	was	
working	on.	One	was	building	a	welding	cart,	another	
practicing	bead	technique,	another	was	cleaning	up	a	
weld	with	a	grinder	and	yet	another	was	welding	a	

piece	of	art.	There's	
nothing	better	than	
student	driven	and	student	
directed	project	work.		
	 	
May	is	here	and	exhibitions	
are	in	just	a	few	weeks.	
Around	this	time	each	year	
things	get	impossibly	busy	
and	then	get	even	busier.	
We	will	work	to	keep	the	
stress	low	and	the	positive	
energy	high.	Have	a	great	
week!

 



TGIF from Walt 
This	week	was	a	bit	challenging.	With	Gateway	
exhibitions	approaching	very	quickly,	my	students	are	
starting	to	feel	the	pressure,	and	this	will	usually	
trigger	a	Iight	or	Ilight	response.		Most	of	my	week	
was	spent	helping	students	with	independent	project	
work	or	encouraging	my	advisory	to	use	their	
independent	work	time	wisely.	I	am	hoping	that	next	
week	will	be	more	positive.		

This	week’s	highlights:		

Our	students	have	the	opportunity	to	take	classes	at	
OCC,	and	my	advisory	is	eligible	to	take	classes	
starting	next	fall.	Stone	and	Emily	will	be	both	taking	
an	introduction	to	drawing	class	next	year,	and	I	am	
very	excited	to	see	them	take	advantage	of	this	
opportunity.	Both	have	shown	amazing	art	skills	this	

year,	and	I	can’t	wait	to	see	what	they	produce	next	
year	at	OCC.		

Yaya	is	interested	in	making	fried	dough,	so	this	week	
we	did	another	test	batch.	She	was	experimenting	
with	dough	shapes,	thicknesses	and	oil	temperatures	
in	order	to	see	which	combination	produces	the	best	
result.	Yaya	made	good	progress,	and	we	are	hoping	to	
Iinalize	her	recipe	next	week.	Yaya	will	be	providing	
fried	dough	at	the	Rockfest	in	May,	so	she	is	trying	to	
get	everything	perfected	by	then.		

Kat	has	been	busy	making	chocolate	chip	cookies	this	
week.	She	is	working	with	the	On	The	Dot	Coffee	Shop	
to	make	baked	goods	to	compliment	their	beverage	
options.	Kat	has	gotten	down	the	recipe,	and	next	
week	she	is	hoping	to	make	them	available	through	
the	coffee	shop.		

TGIF from Greg 
This	week	the	401s	took	part	in	a	
mock	interview	with	members	of	the	
community.	Each	community	
member	was	from	a	different	
profession.		The	kids	moved	from	
interview	to	interview	and	did	really		
well.	The	panel	told	the	kids	after	
that	they	were	as	prepared	as	any	
high	school	students	they	have	seen.	
There	was	a	lot	of	positive	feedback	
and	great	suggestions	on	how	to	do	
even	better	next	time.	Thank	You	to	
Susan	and	Erin	for	setting	this	up.	It	
was	super	worth	it.	Kyler,	Cai,	Adam,	
Gabe,	Carson,Aiden,	Devyn,	Secorrah,	
Josh	and	GrifIin	made	a	huge	
impression	on	the	panel.	The	fact	
that	these	kids	have	spent	four	years	
on	exhibitions	was	the	key	
component	to	their	success.		

Carol	DiSalvo	took	our	photography	
Iield	trip	to	the	City	of	Syracuse	
taking	historical	pictures.	The	skills	
these	kids	have	learned	are	amazing.		

Evan	taught	me	to	Weld.	Well	he	tried	
to	teach	me.	This	really	made	me	
appreciate	how	hard	welding	actually	
is	if	you're	not	taking	the	classes	
these	students	take.		

All	of	the	401s	are	working	on	their	
senior	thesis	projects	to	the	fullest	
extent.	I	am	so	excited	for	them	to	
present	them	at	the	open	house.	
Christine,	Walt	and	David	are	helping	
me	plan	for	graduation.	I	can’t	
believe	I	just	said	that.	
GRADUATION,	UGGGGG	we	were	just	
101s.	It	is	bittersweet	but	that	is	life.	
Thank	You	ahead	of	time	to	all	Big	
Picture	staff	including	my	peers	and	
to	those	at	Big	Bang	who	shared	so	
much	with	me	to	incorporate	into	my	
teaching.
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TGIF from April	
This	week	Julien	was	able	to	get	to	work	on	some	of	
the	physical	aspects	of	his	Senior	Thesis	Project	
(STP)	with	the	help	of	Elijah.	Julien	has	been	
planning	a	community	peace	garden	and	the	spring	
weather	has	not	been	the	most	cooperative	for	the	
projected	timeline.	
It	is	exciting	to	begin	to	see	the	groundbreaking	and	
Julien’s	planning	Iinally	coming	to	life.	
Elijah	used	the	table	saw	and	cutting	wood	for	
Julien’s	signs,	and	Mary	Jo	Nicholson	was	a	great	help	
in	the	process	of	making	Julien’s	ideas	come	to	life.		
Elijah	also	has	been	digging	the	walkway	and	patio	
area	of	the	garden	for	Julien	while	Julien	is	at	his	
internship	at	From	the	Ground	Up.	Julien	will	be	
pushing	to	get	the	garden	planting	and	pavers	in	
prior	to	the	grand	opening	in	June	so	Elijah’s	help	has	
been	invaluable	to	Juliens	STP.		

Global	students	are	reading	Animal	Farm	and	
beginning	to	see	the	connection	between	the	story	
and	communism.	USH	students	are	reading	and	
analyzing	the	conIlict	in	Ukraine	and	the	impact	the	
Russian	war	has	on	the	USA	and	the	rest	of	the	
world.		
301s	are	preparing	for	the	Iinal	few	weeks	of	
learning	plan	work	prior	to	exhibitions.	Elliana	and	
Elaina	are	really	showing	progress	on	their	fashion	
business	plan,	I	can’t	wait	to	see	their	exhibition.	It	
has	been	a	challenge	for	them	to	learn	the	art	of	
compromise	while	building	this	business	together.	
Soon	the	301s	will	be	taking	their	ELA	regent	exam.	
We	are	busy	preparing	them	for	success	as	this	will	
be	the	Iirst	regent	exam	for	many	301s	due	to	COVID,	
and	as	always	spring	is	going	to	Ily	by!	
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TGIF from Jessica 
This	week	the	101s	got	to	experience	two	great	
opportunities	thanks	to	EverIi,	and	the	NFL	and	
United	Way	sponsors.	A	few	months	ago,	the	101s	
completed	an	EverIi	unit	called	Character	Playbook	
which	is	a	completely	free	online	interactive	program	
that's	focused	on	Character	development.	The	
students	learned	about	inIluence	from	peers	and	
social	media,	how	to	handle	and	manage	emotions,	
communication	skills,	how	to	resolve	conIlicts,	how	to	
step	in	to	help	others,	and	decision	
making	skills.	All	of	these	skills	come	in	
handy	on	the	day	to	day,	especially	at	Big	
Picture,	our	project	and	internship	based	
school.	The	two	events	we	attended	
virtually	this	week	were	designed	to	
reinforce	the	lessons	and	meet	some	NFL	
players!	

	On	Tuesday	they	participated	in	the	
virtual	event	Character	Playbook	NFL	
Draft	Celebration.	The	students	met	Hall	
of	Famer	and	Heisman	Trophy	Winner	
Tim	Brown,	Dion	Dawkins	from	the	
Buffalo	Bills,	Corey	Linsley	from	the	
Chargers,	Donovan	Peoples-Jones	from	
the	Cleveland	Browns,	and	Washington	
Commanders	in-game	Host	GeNienne	
Samuels.	GeNienne	Samuels	hosted	the	
event	and	focused	on	stepping	in	and	
stepping	up.	She	asked	the	players	about	
their	personal	experiences	and	their	
advice.	The	students	got	to	hear	and	
learn	from	the	players	about	ways	to	get	
help,	how	to	handle	bullying,	and	how	to	
over	come	obstacles.	They	left	us	with	
the	quote	"Character	is	who	you	are	
when	no	one	is	watching."	

On	Wednesday,	EverIi's	Kassie	Winne	
hosted	the	event	NFL's	SEL	and	Mental	
Wellness.	SEL	is	social	emotional	
learning	and	this	event	was	interactive	
for	students.	They	answered	questions	
about	different	scenarios	and	were	able	
to	see	the	answers	of	several	teens	from	
across	the	area.	The	scenarios	and	
discussions	revolved	around	resolving	
conIlicts,	decision	making,	and	social	
media	use.	

I	am	grateful	our	101s	were	able	to	join	and	be	a	part	
of	both	of	these	events,	learning	from	role	models	and	
peers.	ReIlecting	on	and	building	our	character	is	part	
of	the	nuts	and	bolts	of	Big	Picture.	We	constantly	
encourage	our	students	to	be	the	best	version	of	
themselves.	
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