
I	am	very	sorry	for	the	gap	in	our	re3lections.		Between	illness,	holiday	break,	exhibitions	and	just	life	in	
general,	we	are	several	weeks	from	our	last	re3lections.		This	TGIF	will	be	a	combination	of	re3lections	
from	various	weeks.		We	will	get	back	on	track!	

LaFayette Big Picture TGIF
We are PRESENT, POSITIVE and PASSIONATE!
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TGIF from David 

The	beginning	of	a	new	trimester	presents	our	
students	with	a	host	of	new	opportunities.	They	
can	have	a	fresh	beginning	by	exploring	a	new	
interest,	or	dig	deeper	into	the	last	project	they	
completed.	This	was	a	brainstorming	week	for	
students	to	pick	their	next	path.	This	is	typically	
an	optimistic	week	and	students	were	full	of	
optimism	about	new	projects.	The	challenge	is	
sustaining	that	optimism	when	the	learning	
gets	tough	and	confusing.	Keeping	a	positive	
mindset	will	be	at	the	forefront	of	this	trimester	

as	the	201s	also	prep	their	materials	for	
Gateway.	Gateway	is	the	midpoint	of	our	
students’	Big	Picture	experience	that	sets	them	
on	their	journey	to	graduation.	The	work	will	be	
more	rigorous	and	complex,	which	will	require	
a	positive	mindset.		

As	the	201s	set	more	rigorous	goals,	they	will	
need	more	mentors	to	help	them	complete	their	
learning.	We	are	always	looking	for	new	
mentors.	Please	reach	out	if	you	want	to	
serve	as	a	mentor,	or	know	someone	who	
would	be	an	excellent	mentor.	



TGIF from Lenny 
There	were	a	wide	variety	of	wood	
and	metal	projects	underway	in	the	
shop	this	week.	Some	were	carry-
overs	from	the	last	learning	cycle,	the	
beginning	of	projects	for	the	next	
learning	cycle,	and	mini	projects	that	
we	tackled	and	completed	in	short	
order.	Here’s	a	look.	

Billy	3inished	assembling	his	custom	
shelf	last	week	and	stained	the	wood	
this	week.	He	was	careful	and	
meticulous	in	his	approach	and	he	is	
proud	of	the	product.	Wes	set	out	to	
make	a	scale	model	of	sports	bleaches	
as	a	product	for	his	Who	Am	I	Project.	
We	used	a	number	of	different	saws	
and	measuring	tools	and	we	are	close	
to	completion.	Julien	cut	all	the	pieces	
for	his	one-board-birdhouse	and	all	
that’s	left	is	the	assembly.	And	Dayton	
approached	me	early	Thursday	with	a	
skateboard	rack	design.	We	modi3ied,	
customized,	planned	and	executed.	
Dayton	used	a	variety	of	tools	and	
employed	new	and	existing	skills	to	
complete	the	rack.		

On	Tuesday	Cuyler	from	SUNY	
Morrisville	joined	us	to	assist	in	our	
hydroponics	initiative.	He	worked	
closely	with	Ronnie	to	build	a	
hydroponic	microgreen	set	up.	
Together	they	built	a	bin	with	6	net	
pots,	aerator	stones,	a	pump	and	
lights	with	a	timer.	They	put	the	
apparatus	in	our	grow	tent	and	as	of	
Friday	the	broccoli	seeds	had	
germinated.	We	hope	to	be	harvesting	
the	3irst	test	crop	of	microgreen	
sprouts	next	week.		

The	welding	crew	was	there	in	force	this	
week.	Ryan	was	applying	his	welding	skills	
to	modify	a	bmx	bike.	Meanwhile,	Evan	L.	
engaged	the	other	participants	in	activities	
intended	to	build	pro3iciency	in	various	
welding	skills.	Now	we	just	need	to	work	
on	the	skill	of	‘cleaning	up’.			Luke,	although	
part	of	the	welding	crew,	spent	some	time	
building	and	modifying	RC	cars	and	Lucas	
A.	was	quick	to	lend	his	expertise	in	wiring	
and	electrical	circuits.		

Much	of	our	focus	in	ER	workshops	this	
year	has	been	on	environmental	issues.	We	
examined	plastic	waste,	land3ills,	
incineration	as	waste	disposal,	ocean	
plastics,	overconsumption	and	more.	So	it	
was	3itting	that	we	used	time	in	ER	to	acid	
etch	our	names	on	our	new	metal	
tumblers.	In	an	effort	to	reduce	waste	
generated	by	the	coffee	shop	or	at	our	
water	cooler,	each	student	will	have	their	
own	hot	or	cold	drinking	vessel.	While	
brainstorming	ways	to	label	the	tumblers,	
Sue	offered	the	idea	of	acid	etching.	We	
loved	the	idea	so	Sue	made	the	vinyl	name	
templates	for	each	student,	supplied	the	
materials	and	trained	Maddy	and	I.	Maddy	
is	etching	the	names	for	students	who	don’t	
have	workshop	with	me.	She	is	skilled	and	
meticulous.	Doing	this	activity	during	
workshop	was	a	great	learning	experience	
as	we	explored	the	chemistry	involved	and	
employed	critical	lab	skills	in	the	process.	
Win,	win,	win.		

Have	a	wonderful	week!	



TGIF from April 

This	month	is	cultural	awareness	month	and	I	
coordinated	with	Meagan	Smith	to	bring	the	
Onondaga	Nation	Farm	team	to	Big	Picture.	Our	BP	
interest	in	agriculture	had	Megan	thinking	the	farm	
crew	coming	would	be	a	good	3it-	and	BOY	WAS	IT!	
The	presentation	was	marvelous	and	we	learned	so	
many	things	about	the	natural	order	of	things	and	
making	a	connection	to	mother	earth.	Take	off	your	
shoes,	get	your	toes	in	the	dirt	and	you	can	feel	the	
energy	of	the	earth!	We	learned	about	various	types	
of	corn.	They	even	recommended	that	students	take	
at	least	a	half	hour	a	day	without	technology.	Go	
outside	without	the	distraction	of	the	cell	phone	and	
you	will	hear	the	soothing	sounds	of	nature,	that	goes	
a	long	way	to	healing	the	mind,	body	and	spirit.	Julien	
in	particular	spent	some	time	with	the	ladies	after	
the	presentation.	He	was	captured	by	the	thought	of	
adding	the	3	Sisters	to	his	Senior	Thesis	Project.	I	am	
looking	forward	to	seeing	Julien	continue	with	this	
project!	He	is	doing	amazing	work	that	will	leave	a	
lasting	legacy	on	Big	Picture	and	the	communities	of	
LaFayette	and	The	Onondaga	Nation.	
Thank	you	Meagan	and	the	Onondaga	Nation	Farm	
Crew!	

Exhibitions	begin	on	Monday!	I	am	excited	to	see	the	
work	that	students	are	completing.		

This	week	honestly	was	a	struggle	for	many	301’s,	
despite	exhibitions	this	coming	week	there	was	not	
an	active	engagement	in	their	learning	plans	for	
roughly	half	of	the	advisory.	Constant	cell	phone	use	
is	a	problem	in	our	advisory.	When	asked	to	put	them	
away	Hollis	and	I	are	given	signi3icant	push	back-they	
do	not	put	them	away.	Games,	social	media	and	music	
are	constant	distractions.	I	wish	the	301s	had,	as	a	
whole,	taken	the	advice	of	the	Nation	Farm	Crew	and	
made	a	decision	for	their	own	mental	health	to	put	
the	phones	down	and	away-	daily.	It’s	a	BIG	dream	for	
me	to	dream-	I	know,	but	as	they	say:	Dream	Big!	

In	both	USH	and	Global	workshops	we	practiced	the	
GIST	reading	protocol	this	week.	Understanding	
content	within	reading	passages	is	so	important,	
especially	as	the	USH	students	prepare	for	the	new	
Regent	exam	in	June.	As	the	year	progresses	I	
anticipate	the	students	will	get	better	acclimated	
with	the	process	and	therefore	be	better	prepared	for	
June.	



TGIF from Jessica 
This	past	week	we	wrapped	up	our	3irst	Trimester.	
The	101s	have	a	unique	3irst	trimester	because	it	is	
broken	into	two	projects.	The	Who	am	I	project	
designed	to	get	to	know	students	and	help	students	
adjust	to	project	based	learning.	The	second	half	of	
the	trimester	is	designed	to	teach	students	about	our	
6	strands	of	learning,	how	to	design	a	project	based	
around	these	criteria,	
and	how	to	conduct	
research.		

We	chose	to	do	this	
through	an	advisory	
project	and	a	simple	
task	of	making	hot	
packs.	However,	
through	the	6	
learning	strands	we	
were	able	to	go	more	
in	depth.	Lucas,	Yaya,	
and	Jadyn	had	Social	
Reasoning	and	
they	learned	about	
the	history	of	sewing	
and	how	it	has	
developed	over	time,	
they	looked	at	inventors,	sewing	machines	and	
needles.	Ryan,	Roy,	and	Romeo	had	Quantitative	
Reasoning	and	they	learned	about	sewing	patterns,	
they	had	to	decide	how	much	fabric	each	student	
could	have	and	the	measurements.	Luke	and	Lucian	
had	Empirical	Reasoning	and	they	learned	about	the	
best	3illing	to	use	that	holds	heat	the	longest,	why	
heat	helps	our	body,	and	how	adding	essential	oils	
can	boost	our	mental	health.	Gabby	
and	Maddy	had	Communication,	they	
learned	how	to	use	the	sewing	
machine,	what	stitch	to	use,	and	the	
safety	precautions	to	take	when	using	

a	machine.	All	students	had	Aesthetic	Expression	and	
Personal	Qualities.	They	all	made	hot	packs	and	
infused	them	with	essential	oils	of	their	choice.		

We	used	the	personal	quality	of	Empathy	as	our	
model	example	of	what	in	depth	work	looks	like	for	
each	category.	As	an	advisory	we	researched	and	
learned	about	the	vast	waste	of	fabric	that	is	3illing	
our	land3ills.	We	learned	about	different	types	of	
fabric	and	if	they	are	biodegradable	or	not.	From	this	

knowledge,	we	decided	to	
host	a	clothing	drive	as	an	
advisory	competition.	We	
learned	about	the	Rescue	
Mission	and	how	they	use	
their	donated	clothes	to	
give	away,	sell	in	their	
Thrifty	Shoppers,	recycle	
for	the	purpose	of	
insulation	etc,	and	give	
clothes	to	underdeveloped	
countries.	Since	they	make	
every	effort	to	use	clothing	
and	prevent	the	waste	of	
clothing,	we	decided	to	
donate	our	clothes	to	their	
organization.	The	101's	
presented	their	knowledge	
and	challenge	to	the	school	

during	Morning	Meeting	and	soon	after	we	were	
surprised	at	the	amount	of	clothes	that	kept	coming	
in!	At	the	end	of	the	collection	we	weighed	the	clothes	
and	determined	that	the	401s	won	the	competition!	
However,	as	a	school	we	brought	in	over	300	pounds	
of	clothes!	The	high	school	learned	about	our	clothing	
drive	and	doubled	our	donation!	On	Tuesday	we	used	
as	much	help	as	we	could	get	to	load	the	van	to	

deliver	our	donation.	We	had	so	many	
clothes	we	needed	to	take	two	trips!	I	
am	so	proud	of	the	101s	for	putting	
this	together	and	I	am	very	proud	of	
our	school	for	giving	so	much!		



TGIF from Walt 
Exhibitions	are	done,	and	we	are	of3icially	in	our	
second	trimester.	As	an	advisory,		we	are	now	
focusing	on	making	new	learning	plans	and	
brainstorming	projects.	As	a	school,	we	also	
completed	our	3irst	school	wide	argumentative	essay	
this	week.	This	is	an	important	part	of	how	we	assess	
reading	and	writing	skills	as	a	school.	I	am	hoping	to	
get	them	all	graded	over	the	course	of	the	next	two	
week,	and	provide	advisors	with	some	
recommendations	for	writing	instruction	based	on	
the	results.		

This	week’s	highlights:	

Ronnie’s	diner	of3icially	
started	up	again	this	week.	
Last	year,	Ronnie	started	up	a	
diner	and	offered	grilled	
cheese	sandwiches	and	
tomato	soup	to	students	on	
Thursdays.	This	year,	Ronnie	is	
expanding.		He	brought	on	
Austin	and	Evan	to	help	him	
with	this	project.	Evan	is	
taking	orders	and	expediting,	
and	Austin	will	be	a	prep	cook.	
Austin	also	wanted	to	bring	
more	diversity	to	the	menu,	so	
in	addition	to	grilled	cheese,	
they	will	also	be	offering	
cheese	quesadillas.	Overall,	
they	got	off	to	a	great	start,	
and	they	are	excited	to	open	
again	next	Thursday.		

This	week,	Crystal	and	I	
brought	Cai,	Adam	and	
Phoenix	to	Fowler	high	school	
for	PSLA	facilitator	training.	
PSLA	is	a	school	exchange	
program	that	focuses	on	using	
dialogue	about	societal	issues	
to	improve	understanding.	Cai,	
Adam	and	Phoenix	will	be	
leading	these	conversations.	
Next	week,	we	have	our	3irst	
of3icial	exchange	day,	and	we	
will	be	bringing	15	BP	
students	to	participate	in	this	
dialogue.	These	dialogues	will	

consist	of	six	four	hour	sessions	and	will	be	occurring	
every	Tuesday	for	the	next	couple	months.	I’m	excited	
for	this	program	and	am	looking	forward	to	start	next	
week.	



TGIF from Greg	
This	week	and	last	week	the	401s	wrapped	up	their	
3irst	trimester	as	seniors!	They	proved	how	far	they’ve	
come	and	how	much	they’ve	grown	since	their	3irst	
presentations	as	101s.	The	401s	spent	the	majority	of	
their	time	this	trimester	planning	details	for	their	
Senior	Thesis	Projects,	taking	college	classes,	and	
learning	through	internships.	We	started	out	the	week	
by	hearing	about	how	Grif3in	has	been	expanding	the	
On	The	Dot’s	social	media	presence.	He	explained	to	
us	that	he’s	interested	in	lowering	their	wastes,	and	
moving	towards	more	biodegradable	disposables.	
Adam	then	presented	about	his	day	of	play	and	went	
over	how	he	has	scaled	down	his	plan	to	hold	a	
community	wide	day	of	play	at	the	park,	changing	it	to	
3it	in	with	the	Olympics	at	Grimshaw.	Adam	has	been	
making	us	proud	with	his	grades	at	OCC,	and	has	been	
working	hard	to	explore	the	next	steps	in	his	
education.	Kyler	explained	how	he	has	been	learning	
about	the	different	ways	to	print	shirts	and	how	he	
will	be	marketing	the	maple	syrup	for	Big	Picture.	He	
showed	us	the	designs	he’s	making	for	the	labels	and	
merchandise.	As	soon	as	he	was	done	with	presenting	
his	exhibition,	he	jumped	right	into	looking	at	
different	colleges	for	lacrosse	and	entrepreneurship.	
We	are	so	proud	of	him	and	as	always,	amazed	at	his	
artwork.	Devyn	has	been	busy	researching	the	
medical	uses	of	cannabis	and	had	the	opportunity	to	
interview	Dr.	Silvaggio,	an	environmental	sociologist	
from	Humboldt	University.	He’s	been	making	great	
strides	in	his	project	and	has	been	working	hard	to	
secure	a	shadow	day	to	expand	his	
learning	outside	of	our	school.	Garrett	
has	done	a	nice	job	photographing	
historical	sites	around	the	Onondaga	
Nation.	A	big	shout	out	to	Carol	DiSalvo	
for	putting	in	the	driving	with	him!	Josh,	
Secorrah,	and	Grif3in	were	able	to	visit	
the	SUNY	Oswego	Campus	this	week	for	
a	tour.	They	were	eager	to	learn	about	
the	school	and	look	forward	to	applying.	
The	majority	of	the	class	will	be	headed	
to	OCC	on	Friday	as	part	of	the	OCC	
Advantage	program.	This	program	is	
great	for	learning	about	what	the	
students	can	do,	as	well	as	give	some	
students	opportunities	to	further	their	
education	locally.	We	are	so	excited	as	
we	watch	them	all	take	their	next	steps!
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