BOOKTALKING FAQs
Q: What is a book talk? 

A:  It’s like the “blurb” on a book jacket.  It’s a talking presentation of a book with the intent to get someone to read it. (If you ever watched Reading Rainbow you know what a book talk is.)
Q:  How long should a book talk be?

A:  Not too long, maybe 2 – 3 minutes. You want to get someone interested in reading the book, not give away the whole story. 
Q:  How do you “do” a book talk?


A:  First, you have to read the book yourself!


Then, think about what stayed in your mind after you finished the book.  

Was it a feeling - sad, happy, silly, suspenseful?  

Was it one of the characters?  

Was the book about something you care a lot about or are very interested in like baseball, or someone with a problem you’ve lived through?


Was the book unusual in any way – format, dialog, characters?
Q:  Then what?

A:  Start with a question or a statement about the book.  It’s called a “hook”.


Ex.  “Have you ever…”  or


“Did you know that four out of five people eat ants for dinner?”

Now, answer the question or the statement with specific details from 

the book.  You may want to use a quote from the book to do this.
Q:  Do I tell everything that happens in the book?

A:  NO!  Don’t give away the ending and you don’t make your book talk really long and full of facts and details.  Just give your listeners enough to make them want to read the book for themselves.  Be dramatic, funny, whatever. 

And, don’t forget :  practice your book talk in front of a mirror a few times before you actually give it.  (I like to use the bathroom mirror.  Then I can turn the faucet on and no one can hear me talking…)  You’ll do a much more convincing job if you don’t read your talk.  Talk it!
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